
 

Newpark is up and running 
with our latest Comenius 
project.  This time it is a 
dance based project involving 
schools from across Europe.  

The team has been assembled and the dance sessions 
have begun.  Thirty students from 1st to 6th year have 
applied to take part in the project.  The logo design is 
progressing in the art classes and some interesting 
interpretations are emerging.   
  

Meanwhile the German coordinating school has given 
us the dates of the first meeting.  It will be held in 
Beerfalden, Germany from 24th to 28th February.  
That’s the first week back after the spring mid-term 
break.  Originally the first meeting was to be held in 
Portugal but because the Portuguese school has not yet 
been approved to take part the schedule of meetings 
has had to be changed.   
 One of the activities that will take place at the 
first meeting is the Logo competition.  The winning 
logo from each school will be brought to Germany and 
an overall winner will be decided there.  This logo will 
then be used on all the documents, the project website 
and on T-shirts. 
 The programme for the week is as follows: 
Mon 24 February arrival 
Tue 25 February 
 Morning:  Welcome. Presentation on stage 
 with dances from  each country.  Logo 
 competition. 
 Afternoon: Dance workshops (Zumba, ballet, 
 Line dance, video-clip-dance). 
Wed 26 February 
 Morning: hip-hop workshop with Kenny from 
 Berlin for all. 
 Afternoon: excursion to Heidelberg. 
Thu 27 February 
 Morning: excursion to Frankfurt. 
 Afternoon: party—dance session. 
Fri 28 February.  departure 

         John O’Neill 

Going Nutty for the Ballet! 
 

Dancers Jorinde Coffey (6th year) and Darerca 
Lockhart Keogh (4th year) successfully auditioned for 
the world famous ballet 'The Nutcracker' and are 
delighted to have been chosen to take part in this 
Christmas production with the Monica Loughman 
Russian Ballet company.  

The two students  have been rehearsing 
intensively every week, working their 
pointe shoes into the ground and have 
spent many hours completing their 
p a i n f u l  s t r e t c h e s .  
Performances will held in Wexford 
(13th), Drogheda (14th), Killarney (15th) 
and also in the Convention Center, 
Dublin (21st-22nd).  Tickets are on sale 

from Ticketmaster.  
This is a show not to be missed and one that all 

t h e  f a m i l y  c a n  e n j o y .   
Best of luck on tour girls! 

Moving with the grove and  
going with the flow! 

 

The students have started 
the dancing for the 
Comenius project with all 
kinds of experienced dancers 
(ballet, hiphop, salsa, Irish) 
and dancers who are just 
discovering that they are 

dancers.  Our weekly dance sessions will take place in 
A3 on Mondays after school.   
 We have begun with basic salsa steps of the 
Cuban Rueda and we plan to do our basic Irish steps 
starting with Ionsaí na hInse (Siege of Ennis) and Ballaí 
Luimní (Walls of Limerick).  From there we will merge 
all kinds of dances and moves.  Each dancer is picking 
their favourite music to dance to and a flash mob move 
so we can build up a bank of these.to work with  We 
also intend to get experts in to do workshops with us. 

Conny, our European project leader has asked 
us to have our logo and dances ready for our visit to 
Germany.  We will be doing all kinds of dance 
workshops there.  She has a special guest coming from 
Berlin to do a hip-hop workshop—I hear he is great.  
Looking forward to Mondays after school in A3.
     

     Fiona Ní Fhaolainn 
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