
It was a great pleasure to be in UCD’s huge O’Reilly 
Hall at the formal presentation of their ad astra 
Academy Scholarships.  These important awards are 
given to an elite group of exceptional students in 
academic areas, performing arts and sports and Emily 
(who left Newpark last year) is combining her 
considerable skills as a soccer player with studying for 
a degree in Sociology.   
 Woven through the ceremony and 
presentations were a number of speeches by both 
university lecturers and scholarship students.  
Listening to the students in particular was fascinating, 
their level of ability and attainment is already pretty 
astonishing and you realise that they have a lot further 
to go in developing their talents.  These are people 
we’ll hear more about! 

All the students involved were obviously lucky 
to have great natural ability, but as they spoke you 
became aware that this was matched with a real desire 
and determination to achieve, something which we 
ordinary folk might remember!  Don’t be put off, keep 
at it—you might not be the best, but you can definitely 
be the best that you can be!!  

Philip Hollwey 

International Athletics 
 

Well done to Rory Kelly 3SFH who placed a very 
impressive tenth in his age category in the IAAF Celtic 
Games Cross Country event in Antrim on 4th January.  
Rory was competing against athletes from England, 
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland: this is a 
fantastic achievement on an international stage. 
 Well done Rory! 
 

East Leinster Schools  
Cross-Country 

 

Congratulations to Rory and Lorcain Kelly who competed in the East 
Leinster Schools Cross Country competition.  Lorcain reports below.  

We arrived at Avondale early on Thursday morning 
after the race being cancelled the previous day due to 
bad weather.  It was cold but bright, and some of the 
other schools were already there.   
 I was running in the junior boys A race, and 
Rory was running in the Inter boy’s race.  After 
warming up, I went down to the start line.  There were 
a lot of other boys my age there, and it was tough 
starting the race as it began on a hill.  The course was 
tough, and there were a lot of puddles and mud.   
 I came twentieth and Rory came fifth.  After 
the race, I was covered from head to foot in mud.  It 
was a very enjoyable experience, and I will definitely 
do it again next year. 

Lorcan Kelly 2SO 

It is a number of years since Newpark competed in the East Leinsters 
and it is an incredible achievement that Rory Kelly has qualified for the 

Leinsters on Wednesday 12th February in Santry Demesne.   
We wish Rory the very best of luck in that race.   

Newpark will be cheering all the way!   

Emily Cahill Awarded Elite Athletic Scholarship 

Lets Dance in Germany 
 

Coming up after mid-term 
is the first of the European 
trips for the Newpark’s 
Take a chance: Lets Dance 
project.  We decided to 
take our First and Second 
Year participants on the 

first trip to Bearfelden in Germany.  We have been 
practicing our ceilí dance and are bringing the fiddle to 
play some jigs and reels.  It’s been a completely new 
experience for some and others have done it before so 
we are all helping each other out. 

Dancers from all four partner schools 
(Germany, Italy, Turkey and Ireland) will do a short 
performance and introduce themselves on our first day.  
Later in the five day trip we will look at the logo 
selected by each school for the European Logo 
competition and choose the overall winner.  We will 
also be doing hiphop workshops with professionals, 
flashmobs and a trip to Frankfurt has been organised: 
Bearfelden is a little over an hour from Frankfurt. 

It’s all very exciting and new and we are 
looking forward very much to meeting everyone and 
having fun dancing.  We will tell you all about it when 
we come back!   

In our next dance phase back at Newpark we 
will all be doing salsa, tap, hiphop and more and 
focusing on the dancers from Third to Fifth Year in 
preparation for the next trip to Turkey. 

Tchuss—mach’s gut! 

    Fiona Ní Fhaolain 


