
For the second dance trip we went to Venice with 
dancers from Second, Third, Fourth and Fifth Year.  
We arrived on a sunny Saturday where our partners in 
this project (from Germany, Turkey and Italy) were 
waiting for us.  Our meeting place was a big old 
theatre where all the participating groups would do 
their performance.   

 Lunch was ready: all set outside and prepared 
by three young men from Afghanistan who were 
seeking asylum.  It was a merge of Lebanese, Afghan, 
Turkish and Italian food.  They explained to us that 
they had learned a lot about cooking while they were 
on their path to freedom.  The food was only delicious. 

After lunch all of the students did dance 
performances.  It was a mix of poetry and dance.  Our 
performance was, to say the least, energetic and upbeat.  
It was a lovely experience to see all the other partners’ 
performances: all very different which made it more 
interesting.  We received gifts from all the other 
participants and we gave our handmade bracelets 
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which were very popular.  We even gave away the ones 
we were wearing as they went down so well.  Then our 
students went home with their Italian hosts which was 
a very new and interesting experience for all. 

The next day we went off to the sea with 
packed lunches.  It was another sunny day and all of 
the Irish students went swimming but it was too cold 
for everyone else!  All students did a flash mob Italian 
style which expressed the seasons with movements.  

On Sunday we went to The Venice Biennale 
(Biennale di Venezia).  It’s an amazingly beautiful 
building inside and out, steeped in history with the best 
view of Venice from the top.  A major contemporary 
art exhibition takes place once every two years in 
Venice.  The Venice Film Festival , the Venice Biennale 
of Architecture and the International Festival of 
Contemporary Dance are all part of it.  We sat in the 
sun, had our lunch outside and took it all in. 

Then we went to another beautiful space to 
dance all evening.  The hip-hop piece that our Fifth 
Year choreographer Molly McAlister had taught our 
group was a very big hit with the students and it was 
great fun learning other countries’ dances.  Towards 
the end someone put on Turkish music and the whole 
Turkish team were immediately up belly dancing—
including the principal!  It was so entertaining and 
they were very impressive.  We’re off to Turkey in 
November.  Bring it on! 

Fiona Ni Fhaolainn EU Dance coordinator 

Take a Chance, Let’s Dance!  Venice 

“We dance for laughter, we dance for tears, 
We dance for madness, we dance for fears, 
We dance for hopes, we dance for screams, 
We are the dancers, we create the dreams.” 

Albert Einstein 
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“Dancing in Venice 

When we arrived in Venice we were overwhelmed by 
the beauty of the city’s narrow streets, old buildings 
and canals, and the warm hospitality of our hosts.  We 
really enjoyed meeting the Italian, Turkish and 
German students and spending time with them. 

We are very grateful for this opportunity and 
can’t wait for the international visit to Ireland next 
April.  Many thanks to Ms Brennan, Ms ni Fhaolainn, 
Daki and Mr O’Neill for all their hard work. 

Hannah Treacy and Leona Wolff, Third Year 
 

On the first day in Venice we went straight to the 
theatre to perform our dance.  We were surprised that 
it was so different from everyone else’s.  The second 
day we all went to the beach and the Irish students 
were the only ones to go swimming which was funny  
On the third day we were dancing again since the 
programme was to teach people each other’s dance.  A 
lot of people wanted to learn our dance! 
 Leaving the next day was really hard since we 
had got very close to our Italian partners—well, I 
know I did.  I enjoyed every bit about Venice.  It was 
amazing to be living there with Venetian families. 

Pamela Paus 2SO 
 

Making the Newpark Dance 
Our dance had three parts to it and we linked it in to a 
poem we like by Albert Einstein.  Each part of the 
dance had a distinctive character: the Usher dance was 
quite male, solid and had a military feel to it.  This 
morphed into a Salsa piece which couldn’t have been 
more different: it was loose and fluid, we danced 
together in ever changing pairs, the style was happy, 
sexy and free.  The third part was danced to a Beyoncé 
song and was pure fun: sweet but powerful, fast, strong 
and ready to go! 


